
Willard 'Larry' Grizzard
November 20, 1942 - September 11, 2020

Willard “Larry” Grizzard , of Oxford, AL, passed away on Friday, September
11, 2020, at the age of 77. He is preceded in death by his parents Jessie “J”
Grizzard and Melba Edwards Grizzard, and sister Myra Grizzard Wofford. He
leaves behind a wife, Liza Espanola Grizzard, four siblings and their families:
Terry Grizzard (Jan), Gerald Grizzard (Sylvia), Wanda Grizzard Yancey
(Dwayne) and Susan Grizzard Young (Bill); and five adult children and their
families: Melanie Grizzard Richards (William, Annamarie, Breanna, Gabrielle),
Mark Grizzard (Vicki, Ryan, Abigail, Kyleigh), Matthew Grizzard (Jenny,
Izabella, Leonardo), Jonathan Grizzard (Annabel, Josh), and Myra Grizzard. 

 Born in 1942, Larry spent his childhood days in the Oxford-Anniston area.
While raising a family and working full-time, he managed to earn a college
degree, and eventually join the Foreign Service, from which he retired as a
Senior officer. His work led him and his family around the world, where he
positively impacted the lives of so many others. Larry received several
awards, including honors from the President of the United States, for his
service and dedication. 

 As the oldest of six children, Larry was always family-oriented, and loved an
excuse to get family and friends together. Even though his work took him to
exotic destinations, he always came home to Alabama. He loved to entertain,
and after his retirement, Larry, his wife Liza, and daughter Myra, became well-
known for their big annual Christmas parties and award-winning decorative
displays. 



From a young age, Larry put his heart and soul into every task he was given.
He was always willing to lend a hand to anyone in need, and repeatedly put
the needs of his siblings, family, and friends above his own. From humble
beginnings, Larry’s work ethic, perseverance, and love and compassion for
others built a career and life of which Larry and his family could be proud. He
was a strong advocate for his children to make something of themselves and
make a difference in the world. Larry will be lovingly remembered and sorely
missed.
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Ángela Díaz - November 13, 2025 at 10:41 AM

Ángela Díaz lit a candle in memory of Willard
'Larry' Grizzard

Ángela Díaz - November 13, 2025 at 10:40 AM

One of the best people we encountered, he opened the doors of his
home to us when we lost it all and while I was little I remember him
having an always positive and radiant attitude, one of those people
you see and just genuinely know is authentically good and does
good acts without expecting something.

Jaime M Diaz Caceres - November 11, 2025 at 06:07 PM

Jaime M Diaz Caceres lit a candle in memory
of Willard 'Larry' Grizzard
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Jaime M Diaz Caceres - November 11, 2025 at 05:50 PM

Hello my name is James Caceres from Honduras your Father Was
a good friend and he help my family and me when Mitch Hurricaine
hits my country in October 1998 i never forget your father he was a
ángel in our lives today november 11 i see this obituary in memory
of your father god bless Larry's Family and he soul in loving
memory rest in peace my dear friend Larry Willard Grizzard.


