
Coach Robert M. Herring III
March 5, 1940 - March 4, 2020

Robert M. Herring III was born in Edinburgh, Mississippi on March 5, 1940. He
is survived by his wife, Gail Edmondson Herring, his four children: Reagan
Herring Chase (Scott), Randa Herring Reese (Gil), Robert Maxwell Herring
IV(Dana-fiance’), Ryan David Herring (Maggie), his seven grandchildren,
Dillon Scott Chase, Stewart Gail Chase, Caroline Cole Herring, Ryan David
Herring II, Matthew Allen Herring, Logan Brooke Todd, Leigha Briann Todd
and his sister Harriette Herring Smith (William). Robert was known throughout
the country as Coach, his family called him Big Dad. 

Coach Herring won 5 State Championships - two in Louisville, Mississippi at
Winston Academy, three in Oxford, Alabama at Oxford High School. He was
also awarded the Athletic Director of The Year for the Southeast United States
in 1996, he was inducted into the Alabama High School Sports Hall of Fame
in 2001, the Calhoun County Hall Of Fame in 2012, and was selected State
Coach Of the Year in three states, as well as coaching the All Star games in
three states. Coach Herring finished his career with 302 wins. 

Coach Herring grew up in Louisville, Mississippi and graduated from Louisville
High School, lettering in five sports. After graduation, he attended Mississippi
College where he played three sports and after one year transferred to
Mississippi State University, where he received a Bachelor of Science Degree
in Education and then obtained his Masters’ Degree from The University of



Montevallo. 

Coach Herring’s career began at Monticello High School in Florida, then to
Jones Valley High School in Alabama, The University of North Alabama,
Winston Academy in Louisville, Mississippi, where he was the Head Football
Coach and Headmaster for ten years, Oneonta High School Head Football
Coach, Oxford High School as Head football Coach and Athletic Director for
fourteen years, Newnan High School Head Football Coach for ten years. 

Coach Herring has touched countless lives in his career through coaching and
teaching. Each life was forever held in his heart. He was not only a Coach to
his players but a dad, mentor, friend and teacher - he was always teaching the
sport by preparing his players for life. His greatest accomplishment was not on
the field, but finding out that a player turned over his life to Christ. 

Coach Herring was preceded in death by his father, Robert M. Herring II, his
mother, Lou Bounds Herring and his brother, David Bounds Herring. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Coach Robert M. Herring
Scholarship Fund, benefiting student athletes at one of the schools where he
coached. 

Visitation will be Friday, March 6th from 5:00-8:00pm at Saks First Baptist
Church, with service following at that location on Saturday, March, 7th at
2:00pm.



Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 6. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church of Saks
4723 Saks Rd
Anniston, AL 36206
(256) 237-3468

Service

MAR 7. 2:00 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church of Saks
4723 Saks Rd
Anniston, AL 36206
(256) 237-3468
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Carol Roberts - March 10, 2020 at 06:26 PM

Our love & prayers are with each member of
this special family especially during this
difficult time and beyond. So sorry for your
loss.

Phyllis Embry - March 06, 2020 at 08:04 PM

I taught and coached with Coach Herring at Oxford High School in
the 80's and 90's 
He was a great coach, always treated me with respect and I have
the utmost admiration 
him as a person and coach. His impact on the lives of the many,
many individuals that he coached and taught will live on forever
Sincere sympathy to Gail and his entire family. 

  
Phyllis Embry

Mike Kelley - March 06, 2020 at 01:10 PM

Coach Herring was an outstanding coach and even better person.
He loved his God, family, players and community. He is sincerely a
legend and this world was definitely better with him in it. I enjoyed
greatly the years he coached at Oxford and the conversations and
the funny stories we shared. I have no doubt he is in heaven. May
God comfort the family during this time as only he can!



HJ

H.O. Holland, Jr. - March 06, 2020 at 10:41 AM

So sorry to learn of the passing of Robert. Our families were close
neighbors in Louisville, MS and I attended school with Robert at
Louisville. His Dad and my Dad worked together at Fair Lumber Co.
and were best of friends. I attended the funeral of his brother David
in Mobile, AL. I was also in school with Harriet and her husband. I
will be praying for his family at this time. H.O. Holland. Pascagoula,
MS


