
Joyce New
September 10, 1932 - July 23, 2025

Joyce New, 92 of Alexandria, Alabama passed away on July 23, 2025. 
 

A visitation will be held on Saturday, July 26, 2025 from 12:00 pm until 1:00
pm. A service will follow at 1:00 pm at Miller Funeral Home. 

 Rev. David Phillips and Pastor Garry Burns will be officiating. 
 

She is survived by her children, Marie Rodgers (Buddy, Sr.), Philip New
(Donna), Susan Pridgen (Tim), Mark New; and many grandchildren, and great
grandchildren. 

She is preceded in death by her husband, Sylvan D. New; son, Kenneth B.
New; her parents; and brother, Edward Messer. 

Joyce was born in Anniston in 1932 to James and Hazel Messer. She grew up
with four siblings Edward, Faye, Aaron, and Janice. 

She attended Pine Avenue Elementary School and Anniston High School
before continuing her education at Tennessee Temple Bible School. She later
earned degrees from Jacksonville State University, the University of Alabama,
and SES, even completing hours toward a doctoral degree. 

 

While attending Bible school, Joyce married her husband, and together they



raised five children. After returning to Anniston, she became a devoted
member of Rock of Ages Baptist Church. Her faith journey began early,
making a profession of faith at Pine Avenue Baptist Church at the age of 12.
She soon joined the lineup to present Training Union lessons. 

 

Joyce served her church faithfully throughout her life, working alongside her
husband to lead the youth group, singing in the choir, teaching Sunday school,
and participating in the women’s ministry. 

 

She worked for the Calhoun County Board of Education as a special
education teacher, a hospital and homebound teacher, an assistant
coordinator, and eventually as coordinator of special education until her
retirement. 

 

After retirement, Joyce and her husband were busy with children,
grandchildren and church. She began to have health problems, but she did
survive cancer. 

In 2005, she began visiting the Center of Hope Thrift stores and began a new
part of her life. Pastor Garry’s response to her desire to participate was “let’s
see what God wants!”. She loved her time there. She spent the last decades
hugging, making biscuits and gravy, running from place to place having the
time of her life, and supporting the Center of Hope program. 

 

She taught GED classes at Gadsden State and loved to travel. She made
three trips to Israel with Harvest Church of God and visited countries all over
Europe and even Korea. 

 

She loved singing, taking rides, and listening to the birds sitting on her back
porch while reading her Bible. 



She was a very artistic and creative person. 

Most of all, she loved God and doing things for people.



Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 26. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (cst)

Miller Funeral Home
50 Hamric Drive East
Oxford, AL 36203
(256) 831-4611
millerfuneralcal@gmail.com

Service

JUL 26. 1:00 PM (cst)

Miller Funeral Home
50 Hamric Drive East
Oxford, AL 36203
(256) 831-4611
millerfuneralcal@gmail.com
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Debbie Newell - July 25, 2025 at 04:48 PM

I am a life that was changed thanks to this wonderful Godly woman.
In 1997 Rock of Ages was having VBS I sent my kids every night.
On Sunday I went to the commencement service not thinking about
it being Sunday church. When I walked in dressed in shorts and a
summer shirt I saw everyone nicely dressed. I got up to leave and
as I was walking through the double door she grabbed me by my
arm and asked me where I was going. I told her I was raised better
than come to church dressed the way I was, I just wasn't thinking.
She told me no ma'am you go right back where you were and take
your seat. God doesn't look on the outside. She invited me back to
visit and before I knew it I was in the Woman's Sunday School class
and attending church. My children all got saved and so did I. My
husband was also saved in the living room of our home. To know
her was to love her and my now 42 year old son still talks about her
baby biscuits to this day. I loved singing with her she always stood
beside me because she knew how nervous I would be up there by
myself. She will truly be missed but I know I will see her again
someday!

Elizabeth “Sissy” Beatty - July 25, 2025 at 01:05 PM

I was so privileged to call her Aunt Joyce. She was always doing
brothers and was a great support to me throughout my life. She is
definitely what the Bible speaks of a virtuous woman. Though she
will be missed by the family here, I know without a doubt that she is
singing, dancing and praising God Almighty! What a reunion it
must’ve been on Wednesday to see her mom dad, uncle Sylvan,
Kenneth, and so many others in the family! I’m sure she and Mom
have already gotten together and planning some event sort of event
for the Ladies Class Meeting’


